FALL AND DEATH OF ROBESPIERRE
common enemies in the Convention. They were a
minority government. Once the bars went down they
all would be trampled under by the victorious reaction.
Besides, if Robespierre took the field against them, he
would dispose of a powerful weapon. He could claim
that they were unworthy of confidence, since they had
failed to put into effect laws decreed by the Convention
—the Laws of Ventose. The secret wish of the great
majority of the deputies was that these laws should
remain a dead letter; but with the Commune and the
Jacobins to back him, Robespierre might yet rally a
substantial majority on that issue. It was the subtle
Barere who pointed out these dangers to his colleagues.
The Law of the 23rd of Ventose provided for six
commissions to sift the suspects. Only two had been
thus far appointed, and the lists drawn up by them,
subject to the approval of the Committees, had re-
mained neglected. On the ist of Thermidor, the Com-
mittees held a joint meeting and approved the lists. On
the 4th, they met again, and took measures for the
appointment of the four remaining commissions.
Having thus prepared the ground for reconciliation,
the Committees invited Robespierre to come and meet
with them on the morrow.
Robespierre came. Saint-Just, in the speech he had
meant to deliver on the 9th of Thermidor, but of which
he was able to pronounce only a few sentences, gives
an account of the meeting. When all were seated there
followed an awkward silence. Finally, Saint-Just arose
and said:
"You seem depressed. I believe it is best that we
speak our minds frankly. If you will allow me, 111
begin by doing so."
He told them that a Swiss officer—taken prisoner
before Maubeuge—had related that the allies counted
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